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Dear Membership,
It seems like the past year went by in
a blur each time we ring in a new
year... I always find myself reflecting
on how to improve or find a better
balance every January. I hope you
are able to find the right combination
of how to balance your time between
what is good for you as well as
others around you, and of course,
make some great memories along
the way! Somehow with all of the
everyday demands on our time, we
are able to make real differences in

the lives of our families and friends. No
year is ever perfect, it's likely to bring
some great days along with some tough
ones. But the beginning of each new
year holds the opportunity to mark new
goals, challenges, and opportunities. I
wish you all the best as you begin 2015,
I hope you rock it this year!
Cheers,

Melisa Christ
ASC President (1415)

ASC Sports Bunco
January 22, 5:30
The Pub at Falcon Club
Dig out your favorite sports jersey and ball cap and join us as
we roll out the dice! Don't know how to play Bunco? No problem--it's easy to learn.
If you want to enjoy some delicious pub food before playing, come at 5:30.
If you don't want dinner with us, no worries--come at 6:30 for Bunco. It is FREE to
play (dinner is the only cost) and anyone is welcome, but only those with a paid
membership are eligible to win prizes.
Either way, come wearing your favorite sports gear!
And speaking of membership, as our year is half over, our membership fees are
now $15 instead of $30! It's not too late to join--and bring a friend!
Please RSVP to chkleinf@yahoo.com
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Remember to check
the ASC website
and our Facebook
page for updates on
events!
Our website is
www.usafasc.org.
On Facebook, search
for Academy
Spouses Club! Or
link to it from the
website!

The Academy Spouses
Club is a non-profit,
501 (C)-3 organization.
The ASC is a private
organization, is not
part of the Department
of Defense or any of its
components, and has
no governmental
status.

UPCOMING ASC EVENTS
January

22

Sports Bunco

February

19

ASC Mardi Gras Luncheon

March

19

Mad Hatter Tea

April

11

ASC Auction
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United States Air Force Academy
Academy Spouses’ Club

2015 Merit Scholarships

Scholarships available to

Dependent High School Seniors, Current College Students

&
Spouses

Open Application Period

January 1 to March 2, 2015

Eligibility Requirements:
* Each applicant must be a legal military dependent child or spouse of an active duty,
reserve, guard, retired, MIA/POW, deceased officer or enlisted member of the United
States Air Force, residing in the Pikes Peak Region. (See Scholarship Application for
further eligibility requirements)
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
We wish you a very Happy Birthday!
January

3

Amy Rydland

6

Kristen Incaprera

7

Angelene Lockwood

10

Jessica Mace

11

Monica Matthews

19

Paula Gould

21

Joan Joseph

25

Lenora Nelson

26

Christie Lee

27

Karen Schiller

31

Barbara Green

What’s the birthstone for January?
Happy Birthday January babies! Your birthstone, the garnet, symbolized a light heart, loyalty and enduring affections.
Ancient warriors believed that garnets brought victory. The Crusaders used them as protection against wounds and accidents during their journeys. In contrast, Asiatic warriors believed that glowing garnets, used as bullets, inflicted more severe wounds. In 1892, during hostilities on the Kashmir frontier, the Hanza tribesmen fired on British soldiers with garnet
bullets, believing them to be more effective than lead bullets.
In the former Czechoslovakia, evidence of garnet jewelry dating to the Bronze age was found in ancient graves. Garnet
jewelry has also been discovered dating back to 3100 B.C. in Egypt, 2300 B.C. in Sumeria, and 2000-1000 B.C. in Sweden. Garnets were treasured in 3rd and 4th century Greece, and continued in popularity during Roman times. Across the
Atlantic, Pre-Columbian Aztec and Native Americans also used garnets in their ornaments.
As with many precious stones, garnets were once believed to hold medicinal powers. In Medieval times, it protected its
wearer against poisons, wounds and bad dreams, and cured depression. Red garnets relieved fever, hemorrhages and
inflammatory diseases.
(www.earthsky.org)
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THE ASC HAS A MINI-CLUB FOR EVERYONE!
If you are interested in joining one of the many ASC mini-clubs or if you have an idea of one
you would like to lead please contact Stephanie Alden at sasalden1@me.com.
Happy Hour
Chad Holland
cmholland@firstcommand.com

Crafts
Kimberly Calhoun
kemermaid@yahoo.com

Book Club
Kande Jones
jasonandkande@yahoo.com

Bunko
Jamie brown
jamiejobrown@gmail.com

Toddler Play Groups
Kande Jones
jasonandkande@yahoo.com

Mexican Domino Train
Amy Ryland
amyryd@mac.com

Outdoors
Nicole Pendley
nicolependley@yahoo.com
Theatrical/Musical Performing Arts
Nicole Pendley
nicolependley@yahoo.com

Mah Jong
Valerie Acevado
thunderval@live.com

MINI-CLUB SPOTLIGHT

MAH JONG!
The Mah Jong group is a great group of ladies playing a game steep in tradition. This
fascinating game has many layers and the seasoned players are very welcoming to the
newbee players and helping to introduce them to the game. If interested please contact
Valerie Acevado at thunderval@live.com
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10 cool “USAFA before USAFA” Historical Sites
By Jack Anthony (Jan 2015)
1.Cathedral Rock: the 120 foot tall rock formation is visible from I-25. Did you know that more than 50 pioneers carved
their names and also added dates to their names to document when they came to Colorado in the late 1800’s.. That makes
Cathedral Rock a BIG sign in logbook (also a bazillion cadets scratched their names into it too). It’s on the Firing range, so
don’t go wandering over there...get on one of my tours, their free and fun.
2.Just south of the west end of the north gate entry bridge was the railroad town of Husted. In 1871 the Denver and Rio
Grande Railroad was built through USAFA grounds and Husted was a key stop on the line, with a round house with helper
locomotives and many homes and businesses. The town grew as the Santa Fe RR was built in 1887. Named after
lumberman Calvin Husted from NJ, he came west in 1864.
3.Edgerton/Cascade Ice Company: Edgerton emerged as a stop on the D&RG but in the mid-1880’s. Five pioneers built 2 big
lakes that were used to harvest blocks of ice from the lakes when they froze to keep food cool. Ice Lake is one of these
lakes and the other still has remains of the dam and drain visible. Ice was their cool hard “cash crop.”
4.Lehmann Ranch: this huge cattle ranch started out as Cathedral Rock Ranch and eventually the Lehmann family expanded
it into a 5000 acre cattle operation. Their homes and barns are located where today the soccer stadium is today. The
athletic field area was their lush field of grass the cattle munched on, it was not terraced by them, but almost ready for use.
5.The current Commandant’s residence (Otis House) started as a small cabin built by John and Elias Evans in 1870. Then in
1872 the Lennox family bought it from them and expanded it to a 3-room home. In 1888, William Otis (no, not the elevator
guy!) bought it and by 1930’s it was expanded by him into a 8000 sq ft home. The Cogswell’s were the final owners before
the land was taken to become what we know as USAFA today. Hester-Jane Cogswell’s book on Pine Valley is the definitive
history of the valley and Lennox family.
6.Oliver H. Bishop and many of the Bishop family were early pioneers on the USAFA grounds. Oliver’s homestead was
located just below the west overlook that looks upon the athletic fields. Many Bishop’s carved their names in Cathedral
Rock.
7.William Burgess and Leonard Capps built their homesteads in the early 1870’s. William’s still stands today as the Pioneer
Cabin and is a USAFA tribute to the pioneers and their spirit. Capps cabin’s rock foundation is located just south of the
Falcon Stadium and is now part of one of the picnic sites, most don’t even realize the rocks are the foundation.
8.McAlroy’s: The McAlroy family had 8 homesteads on USAFA, including David’s cattle ranch that was an important part of
Husted..including a big reservoir he used to hold water to help the cattle drink up before being loaded onto cattle rail cars.
What’s extra special about the McAlroy’s is that David, a 2003 USAFA grad, is a descendant of that pioneer family. Thus the
McAlroy pioneer spirit watched over David as he toiled though his 4-year at AFA and is now an accomplished C-130 pilot, as
well as super dad and husband.
9.Jack’s Valley: Cleo and Zelda Jack were the folks who operated a cattle ranch in Jack’s Valley 1942-54. Did you also know
that they were ranchers near Soccorro NM, but got booted off to make way for the Atomic Bomb folks. Thus, “eminent
domain” got them twice....gosh, that’s like getting hit by lightning twice. Now you know who Jack’s Valley is named after!

10.Ski Tow & Slope: This is not a long ago history site, but a fun one to talk about. In 1962, several residents of the Douglass
Valley did a cool self-help project and got funds to buy and install a rope tow in the west end of Pine Valley. They even
borrowed some saws and cut some slopes. They had a lift ticket system, $2.00 for the season. But, snow was lacking and
the darn rope tow system kept malfunctioning. Really, USAFA had a small ski area with a rope tow...short lived
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1.Cathedral Rock

6.Oliver H. Bishop homestead

2.Husted community

7.Burgess and Capps homesteads

3.Edgerton/Cascade Ice Co.

8.McAlroy homesteads

4.Cathedral Rock/Lehman Ranch

9.Cleo & Zelda Jack Ranch

5.Evans/Lennox/Otis/Cogswell House

10.Ski Tow and Slope

1

9
Jack’s Valley

6

USAFA North Gate

4

8

2

Cadet Area

Douglass Valley

7

10
Pine Valley

5
3 USAFA South Gate
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ADVERTISE IN THE ASPEN LEAVES!
Are you looking for a cost-effective way to reach the USAFA community? The
Aspen Leaves is accepting advertising. We reach a large community of
spouses on a monthly basis. Let them know about your area of expertise or
products! Ads can be purchased for the entire board year, or on a per issue
basis.
For pricing and details, please contact Renee Midkiff at
midkiff4@earthlink.net.

Welfare...
You've heard we have a lot of fun, but did you know that we have a charitable side to our club as well? Funds raised through
our Thrift Shop and Annual Charity Auction have made a positive impact on our community. Here are just a few of the wonderful programs to which the Academy Spouses' Club has donated in the past:Academy Equestrian Center Wounded Warrior
Program:






















Airman and Family Readiness Center
Airman's Attic
Academy Quarterly and Annual Awards
SNCO Induction Ceremonies
Fisher House
Air Force Villages
Deployed Family Member Program
American Red Cross
Pikes Peak Hospice
Care and Share Food Bank
Curtis and Mrs. LeMay Foundation
Douglass Valley Elementary PTO
Academy Base Picnic
Academy Firefighter's Association
Autism Association
Peterson Spouses' Club Breast Cancer Fundraiser
National Prayer Breakfast

Enlisted Dorms BarBQ
Deployed Story Reading Program
First Sergeants' Harvest Share Baskets

Applications available at http://www.usafasc.org/welfare_ways_means.html
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Who We Are…

2013/2014 Executive Board

ASC Board

Executive Board
President

Melisa Christ

usafasc@live.com

First Vice

Stephanie Alden

sasalden1@me.com

Second Vice

Penny Carey-Stratton

penny2c@yahoo.com

Parliamentarian

Karen Hochhalter

bnkhoch@msn.com

Secretary

Barbara Green

barbaragreen241@hotmail.com

Operational Treasurer

Lyndsey Reindl

m_lynz@yahoo.com

Welfare Treasurer

Chad Holland

cmholland@firstcommand.com

Standing Committee Chairs
Membership

The ASC Board consists of
elected Club Members to
chair the various positions.
We are always looking for
creative, fun leaders to hold
these positions and contribute their talents and gifts to
the group.

Members receive every edition of the Aspen Leaves
Newsletter to keep them upto-date with all the Club
events and current information. A copy is also available on www.usafasc.org by
selecting the “Aspen
Leaves” tab.

Stephanie Allen

jordan.stephanie@gmail.com

Jennifer Farlaino

jenniferfarlaino@gmail.com

Reservations

Christy Shelby

chkleinF@yahoo.com

Welfare

Jacquelyn Ayers

welfareusasfasc@gmail.com

Auction/Scholarship

Valerie Acevedo

thunderval@live.com

Community Contribution

Sally Mueh

hsmueh@msn.com

Publicity

Laurabeth Hoisington

niczac693@yahoo.com

Aspen Leaves

Renee Midkiff

midkiff4@earthlink.net

Ways and Means

Christine Detwiler

detwilert@msn.com

Thrift Shop Chair

Marian Singer

USAFAThriftshop@gmail.com

Socials

Heather Twesme&

twesmefamily@yahoo.com

The ASC is committed to
making a substantial and
significant contribution to
the local and military communities in which we live. A
sample of the worthy organizations we choose to support are:

Laurabeth Hoisington

niczac693@yahoo.com

Webmaster

Karen Lawrie

sklawrie@yahoo.com

Sunshine

Susan Schlacter

susan@schlacter.net

Academy Ladies

Nicole Harrison Inabinet

academyladies@live.com

Historian

Kimberly Calhoun

kemermaid@yahoo.com

Co-Chairs

Co-Chairs

Co-Chairs

 USAFA Quarterly Award
Winners

 Airmen & Family Readiness Center

 The Lemay Foundation
 Pikes Peak American Red
Cross

 Fisher House

Honorary President
John Hargreaves

Advisors
Kathy Armacost, Millie Grindstaff, Natalie Hawkins, and Holly Williams
The Academy Spouses’ Club is a non-profit, 501 (C)-3 organization. The ASC is a private organization,
not part of the Department of Defense or any of its components, and has no governmental status.
AFI 34-233

 Wounded Warriors

